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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALDH 
TO  THE 

NANTYGLO  AND  BLAINA  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1962 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Nantyglo  and  Blaina  Urban  District  Council 
Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  1962. 

The  Registrar  General's  population  figure  for  the  Urban  Area  is 
10,970  which  shows  and  increase  of  ten  since  last  year. 

The  general  health  of  the  people  during  the  past  year  has  been  very 
good.  With  the  exception  of  an  outbreak  of  poliomyelitis,  the  following  tables 
show  that  on  the  whole,  infectious  diseases  notified  were  confined  to 
children's  diseases  such  as  measles. 

The  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  was  again  very  small,  and  this 
end  will  undoubtedly  continue,  due  to  modern  drugs  and  treatment. 

During  the  year  outbreaks  of  Smallpox  in  the  Rhondda,  and  Vale  of 
Glamorgan  areas  which  resulted  in  several  deaths,  led  to  mass  vaccination  but 
.0  cases  occured  in  the  area. 

I would  like  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council,  and  staff  for 
their  co  operation  during  the  year. 


Yours  faithfully, 

J.  Walters  Bowen,  M.B.,  B.Ch,,B,Sc. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  D.P.H. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  of  THE  ilREii 


or  Supply 

The  water  supply  of  the  district  is  supplied  in  bulk  by  the  Ebbw  Vale  Urban 
>istrict  Council.  The  service  reservoir  being  situated  at  Llangyndir  Mountain,  Beaufort 7 
'he  water  is  clorinated  and  filtered  by  slow  filters  before  comming  into  the  District. 

The  water  is  of  a solf  character  and  chemical  analysis  has  shown  that  a slight 
solvent  action  is  produced  when  in  contact  with  lead  pipes.  The  use  of  lead  in  service 
uid  distributing  pipes  is  therefore  prohibited,  although  permissible  in  hot  water 
systems. 

i winning  Baths 

There  are  still  no  public  or  priva&tely  owned  swimming  baths  in  the  District, 
leighbouring  authorities  Abertillery  and  Brynmawr  have  baths  and  these  are  used  by 
;he  general  public  as  well  as  organised  parties  from  schools  in  the  area. 

Ponds  are  still  being  used  in  the  District  for  swimming  daapitc  the  fact  that  they 
ire  quite  unfit  for  swimming. 


Drainage,  sewerage  is  on  the  water  carriage  system*  The  subsidiary  swwers  are 
connected  up  with  the  Western  Valley  (Mon)  main  trunk  sewer  discharges  into  the  sea 
\t  low  water  west  of  the  mouth  of  the  River  Usk. 

'ub lie  Cleansing 


Public  cleansing  and  refuse  collection  is  controlled  by  the  Council's  Engineer 
;nd  Surveyor. 

Refuse  is  collected  three  times  a week,  although  householders  still  persist  in 
lepositing  refuse  on  open  spaces  near  their  homes.  One  of  the  reasons  for  this 
unpardonable  behaviour,  is  that  householders  will  not  provide  suitable  dustbins,  but 
place  refuse  out  for  collection  in  all  manner  of  receptacles,  such  as  buckets,  bowls, 
Daths  etc.  There  utensils  are  usually  not  large  enough  to  contain  more  than  a days 
refuse,  and  of  course  are  emptied  daily  on  the  nearest  available  site. 

Surely  the  time  has  come  when  the  Council  should  discuss  the  question  of  providing 
a suitable  refuse  receptacle  whether  it  be  sustbin  or  paper  sack,  for  I cannot  envisage 
a satisfactory  refuse  collection  system  until  some  such  scheme  is  evolved. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the 
Urban  Area 


The  urban  area  of  Nantyglo  and  Blaina  is  situated  towards  the  head  of  the 
,7es tern  Valley  of  Monmouthshire,  the  northen  most  part,  Nantyglo,  forming  the 
boundary  between  Brynmawr  and  the  County  of  Breckonshire . 

The  industrial  development  of  the  area  began  when  the  Nantyglo  ironworks 
were  built  in  1795*  They  were  soon  closed  down  however,  and  remained  so  unitl 
bought  in  l8l1  by  Joseph  and  Crawshay  Bailey,  two  of  the  most  important  men  in  the 
early  iron  and  coal  trade. 

As  a result  of  these  early  industries  the  twonship  rapidly  developed,  and 
the  next  fifty  years  saw  the  sinking  of  numerous  pits  as  the  demand  for  coal  increased. 

People  flocked  to  the  area  from  all  parts  of  the  County,  and  some  from  much 
farther  afield,  until  in  1891 , there  was  a population  of  some  12,000. 

Many  of  the  houses  erected  at  this  time  to  accomodate  the  swollen  population 
are  in  existence  today,  forming  a large  proportion  of  the  inhabited  dwellings, 
and  it  was  only  during  the  present  year  that  the  original  row  of  cottages,  built  with 
the  Nantyglo  Ironworks,  was  demolished. 

Thus  the  aftermath  of  the  industrial  era  is  reflected  in  the  present  day- 
problems  of  bad  housing,  and  shoratges  of  accomodation,  which  in  spite  of  the  Council’s 
efforts  in  slum  clearance,  and  rebuildihg  of  new  houses,  still  remains  very  much  to 
'■ho  fore. 

The  old  industries  have  of  course  long  since  gone,  and  only  one  colliery  now 
produces  coal,  but  they  have  been  superseded  by  a number  of  modern  factories 
erected  in  the  Nantyglo  area,  the  largest  of  which  "Semtex  Ltd.,”  is  one  of  the 
largest  of  its  kind  in  the  Country. 

It  is  on  these  factories,  and  to  a greater  extent,  the  steelworks,  mines  and 
factories  of  neighbouring  authorities,  that  the  greater  propotion  of  the  working 
population  depend  for  their  living. 

These  new  industries  have  given  a new  lease  of  life  to  the  community,  which 
not  many  years  ago  was  in  the  throes  of  black  depression. 

Even  so  the  members  of  the  Council  have  not  spared  themselves  in  their 
efforts  to  create  an  interest  in  the  area,  and  the  setting  up  of  a joint  development 
committee  with  the  Brynmawr  and  Abertillery  U.D.C.’s  has  done  much  to  project  the 
area's  potential  to  industrialist's. 

As  the  prosperity  of  the  area  has  increased  so  has  the  demand  for  a higher 
standard  of  living,  especially  from  the  younger  generation,  who  are  not  content 
to  bring  up  their  families  under  conditions  accepted  by  their  grandparents. 

They  no  require,  bathrooms,  indoor  toilets  and  constant  hot  water,  and  the 
inplementation  by  the  Council  of  the  Standard  and  Discretionary  Grant  Scheemes 
has  done  much  to  provide  these  essential  ammenities. 

Even  so  a great  percentage  of  old  houses  are  without  these  amenities, 
and  let  us  hope  that  the  day  is  not  too  far  distant,  when  a dwelling  without 
these  amenities  will  no  longer  be  classed  as  fit  for  human  habitation. 

The  housing  problem  still  remains  very  acute,  not  only  does  the  area 
-^ntain  a large  number  of  unfit  and  sub-standard  dwellings  which  must  be  either 
cleared  or  improved,  but  also  many  of  the  Council’s  houses  have  dual  tenacies 
a large  number  of  which  must  be  considered  for  rehousing. 

The  Council  have  an  ambitious  building  scheme  ahead  and  the  erection  of 
174  dwellings  at  Winchestown  commenced  early  in  the  year,  there  are  also  plans 
for  the  erection  of  old  peoples  bungalows,  and  more  houses  to  follow  closely 
behaind  this  scheme. 

Slso  during  the  year  the  Council  considered,  and  accepted,  a scheme  lor  the 
clearance  of  sub-standard  properties,  over  the  next  twenty  seven  years. 

This  has  a two  fold  advantage  of  having  a detailed  plan  of  clearance  and 
redevelopment  for  some  years  ahed,  and  also  is  informative  to  the  general  public 
making  enquiries  regarding  the  purchase  and  estimated  future  life  of  properties. 


Nantyglo  and  Blaina 

Monmouthshire 

Urban 

District 

Council. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year 
of  age:- 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

6 

3 

9 

Illegitimate 

infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1000 

live  births 

legitimate 

illegitimate 

NEO-NATuiL  MORALITY 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks 
weeks  of  age. 

7.8 

42.8 

Nil. 

25.02 

24.81 

30.57 

legitimate 

3 

3 

6 

illegitimate 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

total 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  per 
1000  live  births 

& 

3 

6 

26.5 

15.82 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality 


Deaths  of  infants  under  1 week 
of  age. 


legitimate 

3 

2 

5 

illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

total 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate 

3 

2 

3 

13.56 

per  looo  live  births 

22.1 

Peri -Natal  Mortality 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 week 
of  age  plus  number  of  still 
births. 

Number  of  Deaths  under  1 week 
of  age 

3 

2 

5 

No.  of  still  births 

2 

3 

5 

Total 

5 

5 

10 

Peri-natal  mortality  Rate  per 
106©  total  live  and  still 
births 

43.3 

38.85 

Food 


During  the  year  periodic  visits  were  made  to  retail  food  premises,  and  premises 
where  food  is  prepared,  stored  or  deposited  for  the  purpose  of  sale. 


The  following  is  a list  of  such  premises 


Type  of  Food  Premises 


Number  in Area 


Bakeries  1 
Bread  depots  2 
Butchers  Shops  10 
Confectioners  5 
Grocers  30 
Greengrocers  and  wet  fishshops  7 
General  Stores  19 


Food  Premises  registered  under 
Food  and  Drugs  Act 

Preparation,  manufacture  and  storage 
of  preserved  foods  (cooked  meaiii  etc,  in 
connection  with  Butchery  Business  7 

Fried  Fish  Shops  4 

Manufacture  of  Ice  Cream  2 


Storage  and  sale  of  Ice  Cream 


36 


Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations  1947  ~ 1932 

There  are  two  manufacturers  of  ice  cream  in  the  area,  one  using  the  cold  mix 
method,  and  all  apparatus  used  complies  with  the  Heat  Treatment  Regulations. 

There  ore  36  relailers  registered  with  the  authority,  these  obtain  there  supplies 
from  the  large  ice  cream  companies  who  have  depots  in  various  parts  of  the  Country, 
from  the  retailers  are  supplied.  Premises  conform  to  the  requirements  of  the 

regulation  and  are  registered  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 

ilC  t . — v 


Milk  Supply 

The  registration  of  all  milk  retailers  is  now  the  responsibility  of  the  County 
Council,  all  milk  sold  in  the  area  is  pasteurised,  and  supplied  in  bottles  by  the  larg 
dairy  companies  having  pasteurisation  plants  in  neighbouring  areas.  There  is  one 
pasteurisation  plant  within  the  urban  area  and  9 purveyors  of  milk. 

Licensed  Hotels  and  Inns 


There  are  fourteen  licensed  public  houses  and  seven  licensed  clubs  within  the 
area.  Routine  inspections  are  carried  out  from  time  to  time,  attention  being  given 
to  sanitary  accommodation  and  general  hygiene. 

Licensed  premises  in  the  area  comply  with  the  regulations,  but  in  several  there 
is  need  for  improvement  and  modernisation.  This  has  been  done  in  a good  many  ins tone 
at  considerable  expense  to  the  Breweries  concerned,  and  it  is  intended  to  the  other 
licensed  houses  when  this  becomes  possible. 


Byelaws  under  Section  15 
FOod  and  Drugs  Act  1935 


Byelaws  for  securing  the  observance  of  sanitary  and  cleanly  conditions  and 
practices  in  connection  with  the  handling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of  food  are  in 
operation  in  the  urban  area. 

It  has  hot  been  necessary  to  take  legal  action  as  traders  are  generally 
cooperative  in  the  question  of  food  hygiene. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955 

Some  time  was  spent  on  the  implimentation  of  these  [Regulations  when  visits  woi 
made  to  food  premises,  but  most  of  the  time  other  work  has  a priority  and  little 
time  could  be  spared  in  this  direction. 

Inspection  of  Foodstuffs 

During  routine  inspections  at  food  premises  the  undermentioned  foods  were 
examined  and  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

Beef  251b.' 

Beef  Sausages  14  lbs. 

Corned  Beef  3 tins-* 

Corned  Mutton  1 tin  (6lbs) 

Ham  6 tins  (291bs) 

Hake  4 stone 

Jellied  Veal  2 tins  (10  lbs) 

Milk  4 tins 
Pork  8^1bs 

Pork  Luncheon  1 tin  (41bs) 

Pork  Sausages  8 lbs. 

Pilchards  1 tin 
Stewed  Steak  2 tins 
Tongue  1 tin  (6  lbs) 

Turkey  1 (9^-lbs) 

Froken  Foods 


Beef  Burghers  18  Pkts 
Beans  37  Pkts 
Braised  Beef  9 Pkts 
Casserole  11  Pkts. 

Chicken  Pies  14  Pkts 
Cod  23  Pkts 

Faggots  & Peas  10  Pkts 
Fish  Cakes  8 Pkts 
Fish  Fingers  22  Pkts 
Hake  5 Pkts 
Kippers  7 Pkts 
Lemon  Sole  4 Pkts 
Peas  157  Pkts 
Plaioe  13  Pkts 
Puff  Pastry  10  Pkts 
Sliced  Beef  9 Pkts 
Sausage  Rolls  6 Pkts 
Spinach  3 Pkts 
Sprouts  4 Pkts 
Steaklets  26  Pkts 
Sweet  Corn  3 Pkts 
Whiting  5 Pkts 
Yorkshire  Pudding  11  Pkts 


i 

irrade 

r 

No  of  Factories  | Mechanical 

Mechanical 

i 

1 

Power  used 

not  used 

| 

F 

Motor  Vehicle  Repairs 

3 

4 

1 

Light  Engineering 

1 

1 

- 

joinery 

4 

1 

3 

Boot  Makers 

2 

2 

- 

Boot  Repairs 

2 

2 

Sausages 

1 

1 

— 

Bread 

1 

1 

- 

Tinhouse  Bron 

1 

1 

- 

Garages 

4 

2 

2 

Synthetic  Flooring 

1 

1 

- 

Lingerie 

1 

1 

- 

(Felt 

i 

1 

1 

i 

24 

18 

6 

Part  "iflll  of  the  Act  - Outworkers 
Sections  110  & 111 

There  are  no  outworkers  employed  in  the  area. 

Administration  of  the  Factorities  Act  1937  and~ 1948 


Premises 


po  on 
Register 


Inspections 


1.  Factories  in  which 

I 

Sections  1, 2,3,4  and 
6 are  enforced. 


'2.  Factories  not  included  18 
, in  1.  in  which  Section 
j 7 is  enforced. 

Other  premises  in  which 
section  7 so  enforced  ! 
(excluding  outworkers)). 


4 


12 


No. of  written 
Notices 


Occupier0 

Prosecuted 


28 


27 


Nil. 


Nil. 


Nil. 


Nil. 


Nil. 


Nil. 


Nil. 


Nil 


Cases  in  which  defects  were  flound 


Number  of 

Cases  in  which 

. defects  were 

found. 

Prosecution 

Instituted 

Piilvi  1 0 U LAiu;  " 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

ant  of  Cleanlin«38 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Nil. 

vercrowding 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

treasonable  Temp. 

- 

- 

- 

““ 

nadequate  Ventilation 

- 

- 

- 

— 

nadequate  drainage 
o floors. 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

nitapy  Conveniences 

- 

- 

- 

— 

) Insufficient 
) unsuitable  or 
defective 

1 

1 

. 

) not  separate 
for  sexes 

— 

— 

- 

- 

tier  offences  afainst 

3 iiCt 

_ 

— 

- 

- 

it  including  offences 
jlating  to  outwork) 

a 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 


2 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


r 


i 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 
REPORT  FOR  TWELVE  MONTHS  ENDED  31st  DECEhBER , 1962 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

AGRICULT!  . ■ 

NON-AGRICULTURAL 

(1) 

LOCAL 

AUTHORITY 

(2) 

DWELLING 

HOUSES 

(inc.  Council 
houses) 

1 

(3) 

ALL  OTHER 
(ini. 
Business 
Premises) 

(4) 
Total 
Cols 
1,  2, 

3. 

Number  of  properties  in 
Local  Authories  District 

12 

r 

3510 

136 

3658 

12 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a result  of 

(a)  Notification 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g. 
when  visited  for 
some  other  purpose 

12 

1 

150 

535 

9 

38 

159 

375 

i ! 

i i 

1 

rvj  03  1 

1 

j 

■ -.--1 

Total  inspections  carried 
out  including  re-inspect- 

12 

685 

47 

734 

11 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  which  were 
found  to  be  infested  by 

(a)  Rats  "S;ior 

Minor 

(b)  Mice  M^°r 

Minor 

2 

4 

32 

1 

7 

32 

Number  of  infested 
properties  (in  Secll) 
Treated  by  L.  A. 

2 

163 

10 

175 

2 

Total  treatments  carried  01 
out  including 
re~ treatments. 

X 

— 

— 

— 

~ 

Number  of  Notices 
served  under  Sec.  § 
of  the  Act. 

- 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
action  was  taken  in 
deafult,  following 
issue  of  Notice  under 
Sec.  4 of  the  Act 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Legal  proceedings 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Number  of  'Block' 

control  schemes 

carried  out.  ! 

2 

2 

PREVENTION  OF  DAvhiGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


The  work  of  rat  and  mice  destruction  has  proceeded  satisfactorily  and  ha.c 
been  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  above  act. 

This  year  the  Rodent  Officer  was  able  to  complete  two  maintenance 
treatments  of  the  District*  These  being  carried  out  in  April  and  October. 

Maintenance  Work  carried  out  during  April  and  October 


Number  of  Manholes  Baited 

APRIL 

OCTOBE 

Number  of  Manholes  Baited 

224 

217  ' 

Number  showing  complete  takes  of  bait 

27 

222 

Number  of  manholes  showing  partial 
of  bait 

takes 

31 

b-5 

Number  of  manholes  tested  no  takes 

of  bait 

166 

150 

The  bait  is  deposited  on  the  benching  of  the  manholes  or  upon  metal  bait  ' -' 
trays  fitted  to  manhole  walls.  Each  manhole  being  pre-baited  upon  alternate 
days,  and  on  the  third  day  a proportionate  amount  of  poison  was  added  to  the  V 
bait  and  laid  at  all  points  which  had  resulted  in  a take  of  pre-bait. 

In  accordance  with  the  instruction  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
Fisheries  and  Food,  (infestation  Control  Department! ) the  base  bait  and  poison 
used  are  alternated  for  sewer  treatments  and  the  results  proved  the  efficiency 
of  this  change  in  bait  and  poison. 

The  work  of  rodent  control  is  carried  out  in  this  area  by  a full  time 
Officer,  and  the  following  report  shows  the  number  of  inspections,  infestations 
and  treatments  carried  out  during  the  twelve  months  ending  31st  December,  1962- 


Detailed  Statement  of  Animals  Slaughtered 
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CARCASE  HEAT  AND  OFFAL 


Total  Condemned 


Total  Carcase  Meat  Condemned 
Total  Offal  Condemned 


3236  lbs 
7377  lbs 
10(Sl3  lbs 


4tns  l4cwts  - 3qtrs  - libs 


Disposal  of  Condemned  Meat 
and  Offal 


Meat  and  Offal  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  at  the  Slaughterhouse 
is  stained  GREEN  before  being  collected  by  the  Smithfield  Animal  Products, 
Hafod  Isha  Works,  Swansea,  Glam, 


CONCLUSION 


In  conclusion  I must  express  my  appreciation  for  the  co-operation  received 
from  other  Departments  of  the  Council,  and  support  and  consideration  extended 
by  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  during  the  year  of  this  report. 


Yours  faithfully, 


J.  Walters  Bowen  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.Sc.,  D.P.H. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 


